Luke 16:19-31

WORKING TOGETHER TO OFFER HOPE AND A FUTURE

Message from the Executive Director 3% = 5 -

THE GRACE OF GOD

imes are tough for all of us. Lazarus

House began 12 years ago with a little
girl's birthday money, and God has grown that
into all the amazing blessings we are able to
offer to those in need in our community.
Our emergency shelter continues to offer our
neighbors immediate hospitality, nourishing food,
safe shelter and the support services they need
to help them return to successful, independent
living. Our Transitional Living Facility continues to
offer all those things plus more privacy and
responsibility as a way to help our guests transi-
tion back into successful, independent living.
Our outreach programs help people retain or
regain independent housing. We are currently
subsidizing 47 households monthly, which means
that they can remain housed and direct some of
their limited resources to other important needs,
such as medical expenses.

Over the years, we have always had
what we needed, and so when it
appeared that we might not be able to
make payroll at the end of the month, |
was concerned. | tried to stay grateful and
thanked God that at least we had a line of
credit. However, deficit spending is NOT some-
thing to which we subscribe. Our staff meets
every Monday, and during our prayer time this
past Monday, | felt led to ask God to keep us
mindful of our humble beginnings of the little
girl's birthday money, and how He has provided
for us through the years. After our meeting,
| came back to my office to find an envelope
that contained a note and a little girl's birthday
money. We have certainly received larger gifts,
but never one more significant.

This was encouragement directly from God to
help us know He is caring for us. We received
several others gifts this past week unexpect-
edly, and we now are confident that our next
two payrolls and utility bills are covered.
Beyond that, it's back to God's grace. Perhaps
that's exactly where He wants us, relying fully
on Him to provide.

As we approach the Holidays, many of us
turn our thoughts to the less fortunate, even
though we may be cutting back on spending.
As always, we will have a way to give a gift or
two to our guests for those who are able and
willing to share their Christmas love. If you are
in a position to share, | would like to ask you to
consider sharing a gift with Lazarus House as
well. The greatest gift we can give our guests is
the gift of Lazarus House, and in these tough
times, our ability to continue to provide the gift
of Lazarus House depends on God’s grace and
the generosity of our neighbors.

About 2000 years ago, a young couple was
looking for shelter so they would have a safe
place for their baby to be born, and all they
could find was a stable. Young families are still
in need today, and because of God's grace, we
are able to offer our neighbors a way to stay in
their own home, or a new home at Lazarus
House. If you know of someone in need,
please direct them to Lazarus House so we
can help. Thanks be to God, we have more
than a stable, and with your help, our doors will
never close. May the blessings of the Holiday
season bring you joy and peace.

Serving Him with you,

Holiday 2009
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Upcoming Events

e THE PILLOW STORY BOOK BENEFIT
FOR LAZARUS HOUSE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
(SEE PAGE 3)

e ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
“SHOP FOR SHELTER”
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
9 AM. TO 3 P.M.
ST. MARK'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP ROOM
101 S. SIXTH ST., ST. CHARLES

e THANKSGIVING FEAST
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26
11:30 AM. TO 2 P.M.
SALVATION ARMY
1710 S. 7TH AVE,. ST. CHARLES
SEE PAGES 2 & 4

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25

11:30 AM. TO 2 P.M.

FREE METHODIST CHURCH

214 WALNUT ST., ST. CHARLES
SEE PAGES 2 & 4

LAZARUS HOUSE

214 Walnut Street

St. Charles, [ 60174

Main: (630) 587-2144
Outreach: (630) 587-5872
Fax:(630) 587-2540

E-mail:
info@LazarusHouseOnline.com
Web:
www.LazarusHouseOnline.com
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AN INVITATION TO OUR HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

Thanksgiving Community Feast

&

N

“I’'m thankful right now to be surrounded
by those, whose lives touch me more than
they’ll ever possibly know.”

-(from aholiday prayer by Scott Wesemann)

H old this thought in your minds and hearts as we
move into the holiday season. Take the opportunity
to surround yourselves with other lives who will touch
you more than they’ll ever know. Join the Lazarus House
family of staff, guests and our many supporters as we
are surrounded by those in the community who will
touch our lives during this wondrous holiday season.
Please join us at our annual Thanksgiving Feast and
Christmas Brunch. Everyone is invited to share the
“potluck style” bountiful buffets. Those wishing to con-

Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, November 26
11:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Salvation Army

1710 S. 7th Ave,, St. Charles
(we will eat at noon)

Christmas Brunch
Christmas Day

Friday, December 25
11:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Free Methodist Church

214 Walnut St., St. Charles
(we will eat at noon)

tribute a dish should bring the food ready to serve (hot foods hot, etc.) in a disposable container ~ approximately
15-30 minutes prior to mealtime. If you are interested in attending our holiday festivities please cut out the re-
sponse card on the back of this newsletter and return it in the enclosed envelope. Please direct questions to the
Lazarus House office at 630-587-2144 or Donna (donnab@lazarushouseonline.com)

In a poem by Isabel Currier, she says, “It is the personal thoughtfulness, the warm human awareness, the reaching out of
the self to one’s fellow man that makes giving worthy of the Christmas Spirit.” We can capture and keep alive the worthy
Christmas spirit this holiday by helping to make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate. Here are some opportunities to

reach out to your fellow man, particularly those in need:

Monetary Gifts. In this stressed economic climate, funds are

needed to support and maintain facilities. Rent, utilities, staff

costs and repairs run several thousand dollars each month.

Gifts of any size are needed to keep the doors open 24 hours

every day of the year.

o $46 buys one day of food, shelter, case management,
referrals to services and help with specific needs such as
GED registration.

Honorary Gifts. Perfect for those friends and relatives who
seem to have everything and appreciate helping others.
Make a donation in their honor, and we'll send a heartfelt
acknowledgement of your gift.

Memorial Gifts. What better way to remember those who made
a difference in our lives? We'll send an acknowledgement to

whomever you designate so that you can share the fond mem-

ory of that special person.

Wrapped Gifts. Our staff creates gift tags from our guests’
wish lists. You can request one or more of these tags, purchase
the specified gift and help to ensure that each guest receives
a few holiday packages to open on Christmas morning.

Gift Cards. Guests enter throughout the year, and gift cards
help us extend Christmas giving to those individuals and
families as well as provide for other needs such as back-to-
school items or work-related requirements. Gift cards from
stores such as Wal-Mart, Target, and Meijer enable us to meet
specific needs. Please place a sticker on the gift card to
indicate the card’s monetary value.

We will once again be scheduling drop-off dates for Christ-
mas Sharing gifts. If you would like to be part of our volunteer
team to help with the receiving and organizing of gifts, please
call the office at 630-587-2144 or contact Donna,
(donnab@lazarushouseonline.com)
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- selves through no fault of their own. This grant can as-
Somethlng you should know sist with rent, utilities, moving expenses and more to see
folks through to better times. They will work closely with

Outreach Program awarded a case manager to establish a plan moving forward to

identify new strategies for returning to the self-

grant to he|p ‘walki ng wounded’ sufficiency they valued in the past. Please share this
with your neighbors and friends. If you know of anyone who

might benefit from this opportunity, please have them contact

Lazarus House considers it a privilege to assist our most vulner- - g2 £a7. 5679 16 see if they might qualify for the HPRP program
able neighbors in remaining stably housed in our communities. '

Utilizing the resources of various grants, our Outreach Depart-

ment currently subsidizes rent for 47 households monthly. Over S /w %) , S /l e /te,,

60% of these are either disabled or elderly folks on very limited P

incomes, struggling to survive in the community they call home. St. Mark's Lutheran Church Evangelism Committee is

The remainder are folks such as single moms with kids, refu- sponsoring, “Shop for Shelter” to benefit Lazarus House. This is a vendor

gees, low-wage workers, the underemployed and others who fair fundraiser and the application fee proceeds will be donated entirely

are unable to make their limited incomes stretch to meet all daily to Lazarus House. If you are looking for a unique holiday shopping

living expenses. opportunity visit the 25 vendors, including, Pampered Chef, Entertaining
A new group of our neighbors, who never in a million years At Home and Lia Sophia Jewelry, enjoy delectable café food, and a

believed they would be in this position, have recently emerged in
this same struggle. They are the "walking wounded" of the eco-
nomic downturn of the past year. We are honored to have been
awarded a HUD-funded "Homeless Prevention / Rapid
Rehousing" (HPRP) grant, which will allow us to stabilize and
assist those who recently lost the ability to fully support them-

chance to win one of the free raffles and giveaways.

Take the stress out of holiday shopping and join others at this
benefit for Lazarus House at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 101 S. 6™ Ave.
St. Charles on Saturday, November 21, from 9a.m. to 3p.m. For more
information visit StMarksStc.org or contact 630-888-6755.

Children's Fable #o0 Benefit Lazarus House

The Piflow Story offers a fun and unique way for parents and teachers to address issues of diver-
sity and acceptance. Meet three geese on a journey who look quite different from each other, yet
learn that their hearts are very much the same. What follows when they encounter a homeless man
in need of assistance is an inspirational tale of self-giving. Clever illustrations and engaging story-
time questions will keep children talking about what loving one's neighbor really looks like. For more
information visit www. pillowstory.net

Five dollars from the sale of each copy in the first printing of The Pillow Story will be donated to
Lazarus House. "Lazarus House is very grateful to Rick Moser for his gift of The Pillow Story,
which so beautifully describes what we should all be about: caring for those in need with love, com-
passion and dignity. May all who read this story be blessed by it and determined to live out its les-
sons." - Darlene Marcusson, Executive Director, Lazarus House

’\ Saturday, November 7, 2009 Saturday, November 21, 2009
e Y& 3:00 p.m. 10:30 a.m.
Blue Goose Market The Little Traveler

(630) 584-0900 (630) 232-4200 ..




Annual Community Thanksgiving Feast

1 1 would like to attend and share dinner.

Number of people attending __

L1 1 would like to prepare

or supply

Annual Christmas Brunch

1 Iwould like to attend and share dinner.

Number of people attending

L1 1 would like to prepare

] Inlieu of a present, | have enclosed a cash donation

In memory of:

In Honor of :

Please send the acknowledgement to:
Name
Address

City State Zip

1 Inlieu of a present, | have enclosed a gift card to be

or supply used at a later date. Please indicate value.
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